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Franco was not sure of the reliability of General
Batet, military commander responsible for dealing
with the risings in Catalonia, However, the
telephone gave Franco the opportunity of controlling
the situation even at that distance, and Barcelona
was satisfactorily restored to order.
Undoubtedly the weakest point In the govern-
ment's armour, as Franco realised from the first,
was In the Astiirias, Here it was not a question of
dealing with a few determined fighters, supported
by an excited crowd, who would be content to run
about and shake their fists. The miners were
serious about their revolution, and to some extent
equipped with the weapons to give effect to
their demands. The garrisons of Gijon and Oviedo
were quite inadequate to undertake a general
suppression, and it was even doubtful whether
they could themselves hold out against the
expected strength of the attack. The main land
transport communications with the Asturias, such
as they were, were in the liands of the rebels.
Even if the road had been open for the despatch of
reinforcements, nearly every garrison in the country
was occupied in settling its own troubles or at
least in forestalling their outbreak, and only small
detachments could be spared. Franco neyer
hesitated in giving Ms answer to these seemingly
insoluble problems; ships must bring to Spain
reinforcements from the African Army.
On October lath, when the way had been prepared